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AREEB AHMAD

“Tenyearsgoby like this.Youwakeup.
Yourolla joint.Yousmoke it.Yougo to
thebeach.Youmeetabunchof friends,
old friends, joint friends,and
sometimesa fewhippies,White folk.
Youroll somemore joints.Or fill and
fire somechillums.Youdrinksomebeer
or swigOldMonkrumandhangoutat
thebeachorunderabanyantreeand
yousmoke.Rinse.Repeat.”

So begins Bhang Journeys by
Akshaya Bahibala as he chroni-
cles his addiction to marijuana

andwrites about individuals across his
home state, Odisha, whose lives, in
someor the otherway, ceaselessly orbit
around bhang, ganja and opium,
all products of the marijuana or
cannabis plant

It is a slimbook. Interlacedwith
personalmemories andpeople stories
are recipes for bhang sharbat and
ladoos, studies on themedicinal value
of cannabis, aswell as government
data.Bahibalabeginsbynarrating
those tenyears spent inandaround
BeachRoadandotherhotspots inPuri
wherehisdayspassed in chasing
short-livedhighs.

Itwasonly after leavingPuri that
hewasable tobegina journeyof
rehabilitation,which, of course,was
not straightforward: “I hadnooption
but to get a job to survive…The road to
recoverywasn’t easy. Simplydeciding
toquit drugsdidn’t curemeovernight
of lowconfidenceandanalmost
paralyzing fear of everything
aroundme.”

Thebook thenpivots into a section
titledABhang-GanjaJournal. A
Brahminownerof a government
bhang shop shareshis
woes andextols bhang’s
healthbenefits.He isnot
theonlyone singing its
praises. Bahibala finds
onlineblogs and research
papers that lookat the
issue.Healso talks to
traditionalmedicine
practitionerswho
prescribe it. Later, he
seeksout amaster sharbat
maker to askafter someof
his recipes, bhang lassi
beingoneof them.

Cannabishas a storied
past inOdisha’shistory across class
andoccupationuntil theNarcotic
Drugs andPsychotropic Substances
Act came in 1985.

Weget toknowthat ganja is a
crucial ingredient in theTrinathmela,
apuja that occurs everySundayacross
the state tohonour theHindu trinity

ofBrahma,VishnuandShiva: “[Lord
Trinath] is thegodof thepoor.He’s a
homelygod.Youdon’tneedbrahmins
todoHispuja. Inourvillage,wedon’t
havebrahminsbut stillwehave
TrinathMela.Anyonecanperform
hispuja.”

It is here that BhangJourneys takes
a small digression
anddedicates a
fewchapters to
opium, a “related,
populardrug”.
Mostly composed
of anecdotes,
Bahibala explores
thegovernment-
runopiumde-
addiction
programme in
which individuals
dealingwith
addictionwere
issuedopium
cards through
which theycould
buy subsidised
opium, in strict
accordance to
prescribed
dosage, at excise
offices. There are
first-person
narratives from
current card
holders aswell as
one fromadaily
wageworker
responsible for
making these
opiumtablets for thegovernment
supplementedbyanoldarticle on the
banof opiumanda reproduced
facsimile of anactual opiumcard.
Together, theyprovidea rivetingview

ofhowbureaucracy shapes
uparoundwhatbecome
deemedas ‘societal ills’
over time.

Aspart ofhis research,
Bahibala visitedexcise
departments acrossOdisha
and talked toofficials there
tounderstandhowthey
combat illegal cannabis
farming, particularly for
thepurposesofharvesting
ganja, thedriedbudsand
flowers of themarijuana
plant, for the drugmarket.

A report on the
destructionof ganjaplants stated that
itwas centredonsixdistricts of the
state inparticular, and soBahibala
accompanied theexcisedepartments
on its raidsdeep into thewildernesses
where surreptitiously cleared forests
hidvast plantations.Most of the time,
the tribal people involved in the

upkeepof theseplots loudlyprotested
thedestruction, engaging inverbal
warfare aswell as fisticuffs. For them,
itwas amatter of their livelihoodanda
way togain the requisite capital to
improve the statusof their families.

In reality, theydidnotmakemuch
moneyeven though thewhole

enterprise
demanded their
intensive labour
andhandedoff a
massiveportionof
theassociated risk
to them. Itwas the
middlemenand
thekingpinswho
got all thewealth
andnoneof the
danger: “During
the season, one
kilogramof ganja
fetches ~3,000 to
~5,000; by the time
it gets to a city like
Mumbai or
Bangalore, it can
bearound~50,000
to ~1,00,000per
kilogram in the
openmarket.”No
wonder the tribal
people feel
helplesswhen
these farmsare
destroyed. It is a
wonder that the
resultinganger
doesnotboil over
more frequently.

Theofficials also seemtobeplaying
fast and loosewith the rules; if they
arenotdirectly involved in the
production in the first place, they
often take confiscated
material for themselves.

While thebook is fascinatinganda
trippy read, it is toooftena
surface-level primer. It is billedas a
personalnarrativebut those sections
are scatteredandworkas a
framingdevice.

Bahibala tends to rely toomuchon
secondary sourceswholesale,which
creates adiscernible tonal shift in
betweenchapters andacross sections.
Still, these arepardonable flaws ina
work that is otherwise accessible and
informative, especially in the context
ofOdisha.

Ultimately,BhangJourneys is at
the entranceof a rabbit hole, and
could catalyse adesire tohaveamore
comprehensibleunderstandingof
cannabis consumption in India.

The reviewer is Editor-at-Large at
Asymptote Journal andaBooks
Editor at InkletteMagazine
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Trippingonthehighroad

Hotel bookings, airfares on strong
wicket as IPL fever catches on
Hotel tariffsupnearly20%ascomparedtolastyear; flightbookingssurge10%
AKSHARA SRIVASTAVA
NewDelhi, 12April

T he ongoing Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2024 is driving
domestic tourism as cricket

fans flock to stadiums to support their
favourite teams,pushinguphotel and
flight bookings, airfares, and room
tariffs in host cities.

According to Thomas Cook India,
online searches for travel during the
IPL months are up 25 per cent when
compared to last year.

“Given that cricket is a passion, if
not a religion, for most Indians,
demand is not restricted to cricket
aficionados from young India, but
also extends to ad-hoc groups. Our
data indicates that customers are also
spending a day or two before or after
the matches to explore the cities,”
saidRajeevKale, president andcoun-
try head — holidays, MICE, visa at
Thomas Cook (India) Limited.

Demandremains strongnot just in
metros hosting the matches, but also
in smaller cities like Jaipur, Mohali,
Dharamshala, Lucknow, Guwahati,
andAhmedabad—manyofwhichare
home cities of teams like Rajasthan
Royals, PunjabKings, LucknowSuper
Giants, andGujarat Titans.

“Hotel tariffs are witnessing a
surge of approximately 20per cent as
compared to last year, with hotel
occupancy, especially for significant
matches already over 80 per cent,”

Kale said.
Hotels across key cities to host

matches are anticipating increased
occupancy onmatch days.

“It’s that time of the year again
when the cricket frenzy has taken
over the city. Owing to our proximity
to the historic M Chinnaswamy sta-
dium, we anticipate reaching an
occupancy rate of 12-15 per cent on

match days in the city,” said Rajan
Malhotra, commercial director at
Conrad Bengaluru.

Bengaluru is the home city of
Royal Challengers Bengaluru that
also has former India captain Virat
Kohli in its ranks.

In its fourthquarter preview,Elara
Securities stated that IPLwas among
the key events that took place in the

quarter and would drive average
roomrate (ARR) growth in the sector.

“Strong economic growth (in the
range of 6.5-8 per cent in Q4FY24E),
aswell asMICE,hasbeenkeydemand
drivers for business destinations. We
expect ARR growth to be ~15 per cent
inQ4FY24E, driven by dynamic pric-
ing. The Miss World Contest, various
pharmaceutical events&conferences,
Ed Sheeran, and IPL are among the
key events that took place in Q4,” the
brokerage said.

The flight bookings and airfares
are also seeing a surge as the cricket
fervor peaks.According to travel plat-
form Yatra Online, flight bookings
have surged 10 per cent, while hotel
searches are experiencing a 15-20 per
cent uptick, with a notable 10-15 per
cent increase in bookings. As the
tournament progresses, many fans
hold off bookings until the last
minute, further driving up fares.

“For last-minute travellers, air-
fares spike by 15-20 per cent within
seven days of match days, while bus
bookings surge by 10 per cent and
searches escalate by 15-20 per cent.
The game is on, and the numbers
speak volumes, highlighting the
changing landscape of travel during
sporting events,” said Bharatt Malik,
senior vice -president- air and hotel
business, Yatra Online.

As the thrill andexcitementpique,
the travel industry will continue to
reflect the cricket-crazy fans’ fervour.

MaryKomresignsasParisOlympicschef-de-mission
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 12 April

Six-time world champion boxer M C
MaryKomonFriday steppeddownas
India’s chef-de-mission for the
upcoming Paris Olympics, saying she
is “left with no choice” due to some
personal reasons.

Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
President PT Usha announced that
Mary Kom had asked to be relieved
fromherposition ina letter addressed
to her.

“I consider it an honour to serve
mycountry ineverywaypossible, and
I was mentally prepared for it.
However, I regret that Iwill notbeable
touphold theprestigious responsibil-
ity and would like to resign, owing to
personal reasons,” the 41-year-old
stated in a letter to Usha.

“It is embarrassing to retreat from
acommitment,which I seldomdo,but
I am left with no choice. I am there to
cheer onmy country and the athletes
competing in this Olympic Games,
with great expectations,” she added.

The IOA had announced her
appointment onMarch 21.

The celebratedboxer,who is also a
bronze-medallist from the 2012
LondonOlympics,was tobe the logis-
tical in-charge of the country’s
contingent at the July 26-August
11 Games.

“We are sad that Olympic medal
winningboxer andChairpersonof the
IOA Athletes Commission Mary Kom
has steppeddowncitingpersonal rea-
sons.We respect her decision andher
privacy,” Usha said in a statement.

Citing personal reasons, Mary
Kom said, “Left with no choice”

ASHLI VARGHESE & VISHAL MENON
New Delhi, 12 April

Cricket’sfourhorsemenoftheapocalypse
drovetheWestIndiestoworlddominance
throughatrailofbruises,racistbacklashand
colonialstereotypes.

Buttheroomforsimilarbowlingattacksto
decideanIndianPremierLeague(IPL)match
appearstobeshrinking.ABusinessStandard
analysisofdatafromESPNcricinfo.com
showsthatthedominanceofbatsmenis
increasingwitheachseasonoftheT20
tournament,withtheirscoresgettingbigger
everyyear.Topbattershavescoredmorethan
50runsonaverageineachinningsinpast
seasons.Ithascrossedover100sofarin2024.
Eventhemedianonesarenettingmoreruns
thanbefore.

RajatBhatia,aformerplayerforDelhiand
KolkataKnightRiders,attributedthefrenetic
pacetoacombinationoffactorsincludingthe
waytheBoardofControlforCricketinIndia
(BCCI)preparesgroundsandsubstitutes
availablethroughtheimpactplayerrule.

“Theimpactplayerrulehasskewedthe
gameheavilyinfavourofthebatters.
Franchisesarenowcomingintoagamewith
thecushionofanextrabatter,whoisgenerally
abighitter.Thismeansthatnoscoreissafein
thisIPL.Thesecondfactoristhatallvenues
haveBCCI-appointedcuratorsasopposedto
localcurators.Thishasessentiallytakenthe
inherenthomeadvantageoutoftheequation.
Wicketsaremuchtruer,andtheballiscoming
ontothebataloteasier,whichiswhyyou’re
seeingsuchsensationalstrokeplay.The
weatherhasalsoplayedapartinthepitches
beingmorebattingfriendly,”saidBhatia.

DilipVengsarkar,formerIndiaplayerand
chiefselector,saidbowlersmustintroduce
morevariations.“Shorterboundariesand
powerfulbatsare reasonsforsuchhigh
scores,”hesaid.Themedianbowlerishitfor
morerunsthanbefore,andthegapwithtop
bowlersiswidening.

TheWestIndiesbowlingattackhelped
inspireagenerationofnewbowlers.IPL’s
impactonfuturebowlersremainstobeseen.

1:SCORES OF OVER 200
BECOMING MORE COMMON

‘NO SCORE
SAFE’ IN IPL
AS BATTERS
TEE OFF
Tilt in favour of the
willow-wielders is
only increasing

Share of innings with 200+ scores as
percentage of total number of innings

Note: *Data as of April 10
Sources: Espncricinfo.com, Business Standard calculations

3:MEDIAN BOWLER GOES FOR
MORE RUNS THAN BEFORE

Note: Latest data as of April 10. Economy rate is the
number of runs conceded per over.

Sources: ESPNcricinfo, Business Standard calculations

2:BATTING AVERAGES
TRENDING UP

Note: Latest data as of April 10. The batting average is
based on total number of runs scored divided by the
innings played by the run-scorers, excluding ones in
which the batsman has not lost his wicket
Sources: ESPNcricinfo, Business Standard calculations
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Demand remains strong not just in metro cities hosting matches,
but also smaller ones like Jaipur, Mohali, Dharamshala, Lucknow,
Guwahati, and Ahmedabad PHOTO: IPL
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16 న ��ర� 
��ంక �� �
అగర�ల: ఈ �ల 16న ��ర� జ�� �� 
�� �ం�� జనర� ��ట� ��ంక 
�ం� ��� న����. �ం� �� సభ 
���ం��  ��ర ���, ��ర ఈ�� �ం� 
ఇం�� �ట� తర�న �� ���న� 
అభ��� ల తర�న ఆ� ��రం 
�య����. ��ంక అగర�ల� 
����ర�, �� � సందర�ం � 
���� వద�  ఆ� �సం��� ర� ��ర 
�ం�� ఎ���� ��� �� బ��� 
���రం ���� ����. 
ఇం�� �ట� ధర� �ద�ం ��� ంద 
�, ��ఒక�� ��� � �� � స��� 
��ల� �ం�� ��ల� ఆయన 
���. ��ర ���  ���ం� � ఏ�� 
19న, ��ర ఈ��  �� సభ ���ం� � 
ఏ�� 26న ��ం� జరగ�ం�.

ఇం�� �ట� హ�
కల���: 

�� సభ ఎ��క��  ��ప� ఇం�� �ట� 
హ� �న���ంద� �ం�� �� మ�����న 
ఖ�� అ���. కం�� క��ంచ�ం� �ప�ంద 
��� ��ప� �ట�� ����న� ఆదరణ� 
�� భయప��న�ం�� ��� న�ం� �� 
�శమంత� �స�ృతం� పర���� సభ� ���-
��ర���. ���రం క��టక�� కల���� 
ఎం�� �� ���న� తన అ��� ��కృష� �డ� -
మ� తర�న ఖ�� ఎ��కల ��రం� ��� ���. 
ఈ సందర�ం� ఆయన ��� ��.. ��� 
�మర�� ���ం��. ‘‘���.. ���ల �ం� 
నల�ధ��� ��� �� ఒక�� అ�ం� � �.15 
ల�� ���న���. ��ల ఆ�యం ���ం� 
���న���. క�స మద�� ధర క����మ���. 
2 �ట�  ఉ���� ఇ��మ���. ఇవ�� ��మ� 
�� అ�ధ��� ��� ��హం� ఒ��� 
�ప�గల�?” అ� స�� ���. �� ఒక�� 
��� ��� జ���, మ��� ధరల� �ం� 

�దల� ఇబ�ం�ల� �� ���ర� �మ��ం��. 
�ం�� హ�ం� ���న ఉ�� �� పథకం 
వ�� ఇ�� మన �శం� �ద� మ�గడ ��ం-
చగ�����ర� ����. ��ప� �తల� ఈ�, 
��ఐ, ఐ�, ����� ��ల� �� �������-
ర� ఖ�� ఆ��ం��. ‘‘� ���� ఉన��� 
అ���ప��న �త� ����� �ళ��� ఎ� 
��� అ���? అం�� �� తర� ��, అ�� 
� వద� ��ం� ��� ఉంద�, అం�� అ��� 
�తల� �య�� ��� అ��ర� అం�ం�” అ� 
ఎ��� ���. తన ��� అ���ప�ల� ��� �� 
�� అ���� అంతం ���న� అం���ర� �మ-
��ం��. క��టక, మ��ష�, ��, మధ���� 
ల� ����ల� ���ర�.. ��, అ�� � 
��ం� ����మ�ం ఇ�న���. ��� �� 
�� ‘�� ��రం�’ అం���� �� ఆయన 
�ం�� ��రం�ల� �� �����ర���.
కల���  బ��� ఖ�� అ���.. 
ఖ�� �ంత ���  అ�న �ల��� �� కల��� 
�ం� 2009, 2014 �� సభ ఎ��క��  ఎం�� 
����. 2019� ఓ����. 2020 �ం� 
ఆయన �జ�సభ స���� ఉ���. ఈ ఎ��క��  
��� �రం� ఉ���. అ��, కల��� �ం� 
తన అ��� ��కృష� �డ�మ�� బ��� �ం��.

���� �ష�ప� �లన� ��
 ������ పడ��� ల� �ం�ం ���న��: ఆ��
 ఆ� ���వ�� క��  కథ�నం� ������న ��� 

�����: ఆ� మం� ఆ�� సంచలన ఆ�పణ� ���. ��� ������ 
పడ���, �ష�ప� �లన ��ం�ం�� �ం� ��త�ం �� ���ంద� 
ఆ� ఆ��ం��. ���రం ���� ���� ఆ�� ��� ��. 
‘‘�జ�య ��� �గం�� �ఎం అ��ం� ���� � అ���  ���. 
��� ������ పడ���ం�� ఆయన� అ��� ���.  ��న� ����  
���� �ష�ప� �లన ��ంచ���ర� �శ�స�యం� ���ం�. గత 
��� �ల�� ���� ��య� ఐఏఎ� ఆ�సర�� ���ం� ఇవ���. 
��ధ ���� �ంట�� ���� ��� ఉ�� ఆ�సర�� �య�ంచడం 
��. మం�� ��ం�� �ర���� ఎ��కల �� ��� అ���� �-
జ��వడం ��. ��� ��త� ప���� �ం�ఖ� ����ం� గవర�� 
�ట��  ������” అ� ఆ�� ����. ‘‘���� 2015, 2020 అ�ం�� 
ఎ��క��  ���� ఆ� ఓ�ం�ం�. ఇక ���� అ��రం�� ��మ� 
���� అర��ం�. అం�� ఆ� ������ పడ��� ల� ���న��. 
��� �జ� �� స�ష��న ���� ఇ���. ��వ� 17న � ��త�ం 
అ�ం��� ����� ���ం��న��. �ష�ప� �లన ����, అ� చట�  
��ద�ం” అ� ������. ��, ���� �ష�ప� �లన ��ం�ం�� 
�ం�ం �� ���న�ద� మ� మం� �ర� భర��� �� ఆ��ం�-
�. ‘‘���� ���ంగ సం�భం �ల�న�ద� ����ం� గవర��, ��� 
�త� ��� ��ం����. ��� బ�� ���� �ష�ప� �లన ��ం�ం -
�� �� జ���న�ద� అర�మ��న��. ���� ఆ� �ం����  
ఓ�ం�ం�. ఇ�� ఎ��క� ���� మ�� ఆ� ����ం�” అ� అ���.  
����  ఉ�� భయ�ం��?: ��� 
ఆ� మం�ల ఆ�పణల� ��� ఖం�ం�ం�. ‘‘ఆ�� ��� క�� కథ 
అ������. �న���� ‘ఆప�ష� �ట�’ అ�, ఇ�� �ష�ప� 
�లన అ� కథ� ������. అ�ం��� ���� ఉ�� �� �ష�ప-
� �లన వ��ంద� భయపడడం ఆశ�ర�ం� ఉం�” అ� ��� ��� �� 
��ం� స� �� అ���. �క�� ��� ��� అ�స��న �ఎం ����.. 
తన పద�� ���� ��ల� ఆయన ��ం� ���.

���� ��ష� � ఏమంట�?
��ఐ, ఈ�� ���  ���� 
�����: �క�� ��� ��� అ�స��న ఆ� �డ� మ�� ���� 
�ఖ� ��న మధ�ంతర ��� ��ష� � అ���� ��య��ల� 
��ఐ, ఈ�� ��� �� ఎ����� ��ఐ ��ష� ���  ఆ��ం�ం�. ఈ 
�ల 20�� తమ అ���ష��  �� ��ల� ���ం�. ��ఐ, ఈ�� ��ష� 
జ�� ��� బ�� ���రం ���� �� ���. ��, �క�� ��� 
��� ����� ����� ��వ� 26న ��ఐ అ���  ��ం�. ఇక 
ఇ� ��� � మ��ండ�ం� ��� సంబం�ం� అ� ఏ�� ��� 9న 
ఆయన� ఈ� అ���  ��ం�. ���తం ���� ��� ���  ఉ���.

 ��.. 2 �ట�  ఉ�������? 
��ల ఆ�యం ���ం� ���?
���� ఒ��� ���ల� స��

ఓట� తప�ద� �� భయప��న��: ఖ��  

ఏకప�ం� ఎ��క�: మమత
�� �హ�(�ం�� ): �� సభ 
ఎ��క� ఏకప�ం� జ���-
��య�, ��ప� ���ల� 
స�న అవ��� దక��ం� 
��� అ���ం�ంద� ��� 
�ం�� �ఎం, �ఎం� �� 
మమ� �న�� అ���. ��� 
ఎ��కల �� � ఉల�ం���ం-
ద�, �ం� ద���� సంస�ల� 
��ప�ల� అణ����ంద���. ఎ��క� 
��యం� జ��� ��ల�, ��ప�ల� 
స�న అవ��� క��ం�లం� ఆ� 
ఎ��కల సం��� �జ��� ���. ���రం 

�ం�� �� �� �హ�, 
అ���� � ల� జ��న ఎ��కల 
సభ��  మమత ��� ��. 
‘‘�ం�ం�� ��� స��� 
ఈ�, ��ఐ, ఐ� వం� సంస�ల-
� �����గం ���ం�. ఎ�� -
కల సమయం� ��ప�ల� 
��� ����ం�. �ఎ�ఎ�, 
�ఐఎ�ఎ� వం� ����ట� 

బల�� �తం ��� �స� ప� ������. �-
ట��ం�� ప���ం� ఎ��క��  అ�� ���ల� 
స�న అవ��� క��ం�ల� �ం ఈ�� 
�జ��� �����ం” అ� మమత ����.

అ�� అ�వృ���
15 ఏం��  �స��ం��
�ం� మం� స��� ఇ��
అ��: ఉత�ర��� �� అ�� ��జ-
కవర� అ�వృ��� ప���ం��� �ం�� 
���, ఎం� ��� �ం� �స��ం�ర� 
�ం� మం� స��� ఇ�� ఆ��ం��. 
గత ఎ��క��  స��� ఇ�� ఇక�� �ం� 
���ం�న �షయం ���ం�. �� సభ 
ఎ��కల �ళ ���రం తన ��సం� 
�దవ క���� �జల� ఆ� ��� �-
�. �ం� ��ంబం, �ఖ�ం� ��� 
�ం� అ�� �జ� �ద��� ����-
�ల� ���ం���ర� �మ��ం��. 
ఒక �ద�� ��� అ�న �� �ద�-
��� ఎ����, కృ�, అం�త�వం, ��-
��� �� అంద� ��నల� ���� 
��న �వ��� ��� �ం�� ��, 
�ం� ��ంబం �� ���ం���క��-
��య� అ���. �ం�ం� �ం�� ��-
త�ం, ��జకవర�ం� ఎం�� ��� 
ఉన��� �� ఆయన అ�� అ�వృ�� 
��ం� ఆ��ంచ�ద� ఆ��ం��.

�� సభ ఎ��కల �ళ..

�����: �శ ��ప�ం� అ�� ��� ��  ఎ��-
కల ��రం ��� ���ం�.. మ��� 
��ం �గ��ం�. ఇన�� మ���, 
ఔట� మ��� �� సభ �� �ల� �ం�� 
ఎల�� క�ష� ��� 16న ���� ��� 
��ం�. ఈ �ల 19న ఇన�� మ���, 26న 
ఔట� మ��� �ట�� ఎ��క� �ర��ంచ-
����. అ��, గ��� � 3న �ల��న 
అల�ర� �రణం� �జలంద� తమ ఇం��  
వ����� ��త�ం ఏ��� ��న ��ం���  
తల���ం����. మ��ంద� దగ��� � 
అట� �ం��� � ������. ��ం� �� 
దగ�రప��న� సమయం� ఎ��కల �ర�హణ 
ఈ�� స�� � ��ం�. ��ం��� , అట� 
�ం���  ఉం�న���� ఓ� ��ంచడం 
కష�ం� �ర�ం�. ఎ��కల క�ష� ���� 
�క�ం�న త��త ఎ�ం� �ం�త�క 
ఘటన� న�� �క��నప���.. ��ం� 
�� ఏమ��ం� అన� �న�� ఈ� అ���-
��  ఉన��. �ం��త ��వరణం� ఎ��-
కల ��య ��� �య��� 162 కం��ల 
(14,600 మం�) �ం�� ఆ��� ��� ��� 
(�ఏ�ఎ�)� �ం�ం �హ�ం�ం�.
మ��� �� �డ� �త�
��ం� � ఇం� 2 ��ల సమయం ��� 
ఉం�. అ��, ఆ �ష�ం� ఎ��కల హ��� 
క��ంచడం ��. ఎక�� ����, సభ�, 
క�సం �స���  �� క��ంచడం ��. ఎ��క��  
తప��స�� ఓ� ��లం� ఎ��కల సంఘం 
ఏ��� ��న ���ం�� ��� దర�న���-
���. ���, �ం�� ���� బ�� ఉన�ప��� 

����� ��య �త�వ� �ళ����. ఏ ��� 
��� ���వడం ��. ��� ఉం� �య �ం -
�ల� �� ��� ఉం� �ండ �ం�ల�� 
�గ���. ��� �� ��� ఇప��� 
�� సభ ఎ��కల� బ�ష��ం��.
సభ�, స���ల� �రం
���, �ం��, �ప��క� ��� ఆ� ఇం��, 
�� ���� �ం�, మ��� ���� ���ల 
అభ���� ఇ�� , ��� ఆ��ల వద� స���� 

�ర�������. �ర�కర�� ఇం�ం� ��రం 
������. అభ����, �ర�కర�� ��ం�ల 
వద�� వ�� �ర�ం �య�క �����. వ�� 
తమ ��ణ ���గ�ల� ���� �ల���ర� 
భయం ��� �ం���న��. ��� అభ���, �-
���ఖ మం� బసం� ��� �ం� తన ఇ�� , 
��� ఆ��  �� బయట� �వడం ��. అక�� 
స���ల� �ర�������. �ం�� అభ��� 
అ��జం� అ� ప����. ��� �� �� 
�స�ర�� �వలం ��� ఆ�� వ�� ఏ��� ���.

మ��� � �నం
అల�ర� �రణం� క��ంచ� ���� ��� ��ం���  ��ం� ..

300� �� ��� ��ం��� � 
�రంద� ఎ��కల� వ������న���  
���� ం�. ఈ ��ం���  ��� 25 
�ల� �� ఓట��  ఉ���. �� �సం 
94 ��ష� ��ం� ��షన�� ఈ� 
ఏ��� ���న��. 16 ��� �� � 10 
��� ��  ఉన� ��ం���  ఇ� �� 
���న��. ���న �రం� తమ తమ 
ఇండ�� దగ���  ఉన� ��ం� �ం�ల� 
���  ఓ��ల� ఈ� ���న��.

2019� ఎ��ఏ �ట��..
అల�ర� �రణం� ఈ�� ��ం� �తం 
��� త�� అవ�శం ఉం�.. గత 
ఎ��క��  ఇన��  మ��� � ���, 
ఔట� � �� ���� �ం�.. �ర� 
�ం� ఎ��ఏ �ట� ద��ం��ం�.

2024� బ�� ఉన��వ�?
ఔట� మ��� � �ం�� �ం� 
ఆ���� ఆర�� కం�� బ�� ఉ�� 
�. ఎ��ఎ� �ం� క�� ��� 
���, ఎ�  � ��, అ�స� అ���� 
� స�తం��� �� ������.
ఇన�� మ��� � ��� �ం� 
బసం�  ��� �ం�, �ం��  
�ం� ��� అ��జం, ఆ� �ఐ 
(ఏ) �ం� మ�శ��, స�తం��� 
�� ���,  ��� ��, శర� 
�ం� బ�� ఉ���.

మ��� � ఓట��ంత?
�త�ం 20,26,623 మం� ఓట����-
�. ��� 9,79,678 మం� ����, 
10,46,706 మం� మ�ళ� ఉ���. 
239 మం� థ�� �ండ�� ఓట�����.

 ���  ఆ���, అభ��� ల 
ఇండ�  �ం� సభ�

 �ర�కర�ల ఇం�ం� ��రం
 �ం� ��� .. అ�� 
�ం� దశ��  ��ం�

జ������ �

ఉధం��: 
ప�ళ� �లన�  జ�� ���� � ఎంత�� 
����మ�, అ�వృ�� �ర�ం� న����-
��మ� ��� న�ం� �� ����. త�ర-
�� ����� � �ష� ��� కట��డ�మ� 
�� ఇ���. ఇక�డ అ�ం�� ఎ��క� జ�� 
�� మ�ం� �రం� �ద� అ���. �ష� 
�� కట����న �ంట� ఎ��క� జ���-
య�, ఆ� � సమస�ల�, అవస�ల�, సం-
��ల� �� ఎ����ల� పం��� �� 
�ంద�� � వ��ంద� అ���. ఈ�ర� ��  
సభ ఎ��కల ��రం� �గం� ���రం 
ఉధం�� � జ��న ���� �� ��� � 
�సం�ం��. ��� హ�ం� జ�� 
���� �� �ఖ� �గం� ������య-
� ����. ద��� ల త��త జ�� ���� 
� �ర�యం� �ర��క ఎ��క� జరగ�-
���య� ��� �� ������. ���, 
�ళ� ���, ���� ��ం� �� సభ ఎ��-
క� జ���మ� �జల� �� ఇ���. 
జ������ � గత �� ద��� �� 
������� �ర��ం�న ��  �� ��  

��ం����  ఇక చ��న� ��ం� ���. 
60 ఏం��� జ�� ���� � ప������న� 
సమస�ల��ం�� ���మ� ����. �ం��, 
�ప�ల� ద��ం� 2019 ఆగ��� ��� 
స��� ర��  ��న ఆ��క� 370� �న�ద��-
��మ� �క�ం�ల� స��  ����. అ� 
��� �శ�జ� ఆ ��� �ఖం �� �డర� 
అ���. ‘�� ఐ� ద��� �� జ�����-
�  వ�����. 2014� ��� �� ఆలయం� 
�జ� �ర��ం��. ఇక�� �జల� ఉ�-
�దం �ం� ���� ���న� �� ఇ���. 
�జల ఆ���దం� ఆ ��రం�� �ర����’ 
అ� �� ������.
హ��� ���ం�వ� �జల� ���..
ఆ��క� 370� ర��  ��, �� హ��� ��-
�ం�వ� జ������  �జల� ���న� 
��� �� అ���.  ఆ��క�  370 ర��� 
��తం��నంతరం ���� జ������ 
�� �జ� ���ంగపర�న హ��� 
�ం��, అ��వ�� ల� సమ��యం జ��� 
��మ� ����. ‘తమ ���ల� ���  పడ-
�య� ఇక ���ల త��� �ం�ంచ�. ఈ 

�య�� త��� �� ఆ�ర�చ�� ���-
�����. ఇ�� ���  ��ంతం� ����-
���. ఈ �ంతం�� ���� తగలబ���. 
ఎ��� , ఐఐఎం�, అ��తన ట���� , ��-
ల�న రహ���, ��� �న�� జ������  
���ఖ� �������’ అ� �� �-
�����. గత ప�ండ�� ఉ��దం, అ���� 
���� ����ం�మ� ����. ఇక��� �-
����, భ��� �ద� సంఖ�� వ����ర�, ఇ� 
ఇక�� �జల కల అ� ������. 2047 వర� 
�క��  �ర�  ��� �ర���ం�� �� 24 
గంటల� ����న� ����.
���ం��� ��� �ర���ం�
�రత ���ం��� ��� �ర���ంద� 
��� �� అ���. ��� ���� 
అ��రం�� వ�� ���ం��� ర��  �-
��ంద� �ం�� , ఇం�� �ట� ���న� 
ఆ�పణల� �� స�ం�ం��. �క��  �� 
���  అం�ద��  వ��� ఇ�� ���ం-
��� ర��  �య�ర� అ���. �జ�� �  
�ష�ం�� బ��� � �ర��ం�న ఎ��కల 
���� �� ��� �, �సం�ం��.

ఉధం�� ��రం� ��
త�ర� �ష�  ��

�మమం�రం ఎ��కల అంశం ��
�మమం�రం అ�� ఎ��కల అంశం �ద�, ఇ� �శ �జల ���సం అ� ��� �� 
������. ‘�మమం�రం అ�� ��� ఎ��కల అంశమ� �ం��, �ప� ఇం�� �ట� 
అం�న��.  ��, అ� ఎప��� ��  �� ం�  �ద� �� స�ష�ం ��ల��ం���. ��� 
�ట�క�ం� ఈ �శం� �మమం�ర ఉద�మం న��ం�. �ఘ��  �ం� ��� 
���మణ��� మన ఆల�ల� ధ�ంసం ��న��.. మతపర�న �ం��, 
�ర�� స��ల� ప�ర�ం���ం�� �రత �జ� ����’ అ� �� అ���.  
�ం�� , �� ��ప�ల �య�� �ద�  �ద�  బం�� ��  ఉం�ర�, �� �� ల��  �ం�  
��� �ష��� వ��స�� �����ర�, ���  ��ల� ���ం�ర� మం�ప�� �.

ఈ� ����  అ� 3 �త�..
ఎ� ��� �ం�  ��క���(ఈ�) ద���� 
���న� ����  �జ�య �తల ��� 
�వలం 3% ���న� �� ����.  
�గ� 97% ��� అ����, ��న-
�� � సంబం�ం�నవ� ����. ద���� 
సంస�ల� �ం�ం �����గం ���న�-
ద� ��ప�ల ఆ�పణల� �� ��  
అ���. ���రం ఆయన ఓ ��� 
ఇంట���� �వ�� �ల��ం��. ప�ం -
��� అ��� అంత� ల�ం� తమ ��� 
�ం����ంద���. ��� ��త 
��� ��  �� ఈ� ��� ��ం�� 
అ��� ప����య� ����.

ఉధం�� సభ� ��� ��� స��నం ��న �� �క మ�� �త�

�ప�ంద ���
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